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This compact guide lays out the basics of Intelligent Design, popularly known as ID. William

Dembski, the dean of the intelligent-design movement, and Sean McDowell especially target

readers whose understanding may have been confused by educational bias and one-sided

arguments and attacks.Commonsense and no-nonsense, with pointed examples, the authors

explainthe central theories of ID, showing why the presence of information and meaningful

complexity require the involvement of intelligencewhy ID adheres to the scientific method and is a

valid field of scientific inquirywhy scientific evidence increasingly conflicts with evolutionary

theorieshow both evolutionary theory and ID have religious/philosophical underpinnings, and why

this causes so much controversyhow both systems of thought have radical implications for our

cultureâ€”and what readers can do about itClarifying crucial issues, this key resource gives

nonspecialists a solid grasp of one of today's foundational religious-scientific-cultural concepts.
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I highly recommend this book as a quick-read introduction to the intelligent design side of the origin

of life debate. I was originally a bit skeptical of this book and only read it at the urging of a friend; so

with low expectations I began reading, found it surprisingly illuminating, and finished it in two

sittings. Despite several typos, I found it well-written, lucid, and engaging, and most importantly, to

my relief it didn't seem to over-reach. I welcomed its brevity. As a shorter book its value is more to

frame the argument than to definitively settle the debate.In reviewing many of the other reviews, I



was disappointed, not surprisingly, to find the response to this book so highly polarized: if one

believes God created it all then one loves this book, but if one thinks that evolution explains the

origin and development of life then one hates this book.Therefore, in the interest of full disclosure:

I'm an MIT-educated engineer that enjoyed attending lectures by the fabulous and late Stephen Jay

Gould (the father of punctuated evolution) while in college. I am very well read in science (I am a

huge fan of Alan Guth, Brian Greene, and Alan Lightman) and typically prefer to avoid

science-related books written by openly avowed Christians.I am also a Christian that believes in

God our creator, but one that often disagrees with and occasionally is embarrassed by fellow

Christians' understanding and analysis of science.
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